
Ending the Carnage in Darfur

The tragic humanitarian crisis in the Darfur region of Sudan continues, and this week I joined
with 120 other Members of Congress in sending a letter to President Hu Jintao of China  urging
him to do more to end the conflict in Sudan. As my colleagues and I stated in the letter:

  
  

The crisis in Darfur, which for nearly five years has been fueled in large part by the government
of Sudan’s armed forces and its proxy Janjaweed militias, has already displaced over 2.5 million
Darfurians, including over 140,000 in 2007, and has cost hundreds of thousands of lives. As the
conflict continues and battles between the Sudanese army, its Janjaweed militias, and the
ever-growing number of rebel factions intensify, the field of conflict has expanded to include
additional areas of Chad, the Central African Republic, and Sudanese states to the east of
Darfur such as Kordofan.

  

...

  

Unfortunately, the [People's Republic of China (PRC)] has in recent months shown no
willingness to take such action, and has instead reverted to its former role as the government of
Sudan’s chief protector and apologist at the UN and on the international stage. While the PRC
doubled its trade with Sudan and reaffirmed its friendship with the government of Sudan in
2007, it has since August shown no willingness to seriously hold its friend to account. To the
contrary, reports from the UN Security Council indicate that the PRC has taken every
opportunity to shield the government of Sudan from any attempt to hold it accountable for its
willful obstruction of Resolution 1769, and even tried to shield it from the full and rightful
condemnation of the Security Council following the January 7 Sudanese Armed Forces’ attack
on the UNAMID convoy.

  

We therefore again urge the PRC to impress upon Khartoum the need to honor its commitments
to the PRC and to the UN Security Council by ending its obstruction of UNAMID’s deployment
and operations, ceasing all harassment of humanitarian aid operations in Darfur, and working
faithfully towards a political solution by moving ahead with preparations for the legally mandated
2009 national elections.

    

 1 / 1

http://majorityleader.house.gov/docUploads/Letter-Jintao-021208.pdf

